REMARKS 



Claims 1-29 are pending. Claims 30-31 have been withdrawn. No claims have 
been canceled. 

Applicants hereby elect Group I (claims 1-29), without traverse. 

In respect of species, Applicants hereby identify Species A of the Advancing 
Means (FIG. 1) and Species 1 of the bone cement (Acrylic based), without traverse. 

Applicants believe that the combination of Species 1 and A reads upon claims 1- 
18, and 21-27. 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above amendments, and early action 
upon the above-captioned patent application. 

Please provide any extensions of time which may be necessary and charge any 
fees for the re-numbering of the claims which may be due to Deposit Account No. 10- 
0750/DEP5164/TMD, but do not include any payment of issue fees. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Thomas M. DiMauro 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 35,490 
Johnson & Johnson 
1 Johnson & Johnson Plaza 
New Brunswick, NJ 08933 
(508) 880-8401 
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19(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the bore is filled with a bone cement 
comprising a paste comprising bone particles. 

20(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the bore is filled with a bone cement 
comprising a ceramic-based bone cement 

21 (original). The device of claim 1 wherein the plunger has a cylindrical shape and has a 
constant outer diameter. 

22(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the plunger has a first distal end portion 
diameter and a second proximal end portion diameter, wherein the first distal end portion 
diameter is greater than the second proximal end portion diameter. 

23(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the plunger is adapted to enhance its 
attachment to the advancing means. 

24(original). The device of claim 23 wherein the plunger comprises an outer surface 
textured to enhance its attachment to the advancing means. 

25(original). The device of claim 24 wherein the outer surface of the proximal end of the 
plunger is provided with ratchet teeth. 

26(original). The device of claim 25 wherein the advancing means comprises a pawl 
adapted to compliment the ratchet teeth of the plunger. 

27(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the advancing means is located on a hand- 
held gun. 

28(original). The device of claim 1 wherein the advancing means comprises a threaded 
cylinder. 



4 



29(original). The device of claim I wherein the advancing means comprises a gear drive. 

30(Previously Presented). The device of claim 1 further comprising: 

d) a cannula having a proximal end attached to the distal end portion of the 
flexible delivery tube. 

31 (Withdrawn). A method of delivering bone cement, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a flexible delivery tube having a proximal end portion, a distal end 
portion, and an inner bore defining an inner diameter, 

b) filling the bore of the flexible delivery tube with a viscous bone cement, 

c) distally advancing a flexible plunger through the bore, thereby ejecting the 
viscous bone cement from the bore. 

32. (Withdrawn). The method of claim 31 wherein the viscous bone cement is ejected 
from the bore and into a cannula located in a fractured vertebral body. 
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